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Infrastructure Acknowledgement

…In our fossil-fuel driven and energy-intensive 
consumer economy, we are all participating in 
different kinds of invisible destruction, toxicity, 
and harm to frontline communities affected by 
the uneven effects of pollution, climate change, 
and resource extraction. Using a company like 
Zoom and the many other built-in technologies 
that many of us take for granted are part of these 
invisible forms of "slow violence" … We 
acknowledge this and we are actively working 
to find ways to connect that do not contribute 
to inequality or climate harm.
(Amy Woodson-Boulton, November 2025)



Infrastructure Acknowledgement 

Questions:

1. Can you name all the components of your energy and 
technology infrastructure in their full life cycle?

2. Who are the people and where are the places that have made 
your virtual computing possible?

Thanks to Christoph Becker, U of Toronto, SavetheAI

https://justsustainabilitydesign.org/savetheai/


Engaging AI 
Flash Talk

1. Theory, Positionality and 
Methods

2. Research
3. Teaching 
4. Service and Beyond
5. Discussion





Theoretical Underpinnings

● ‘Media quiteracy’ is an act of collective action and social 
transformation in a heavily mediatized and 
commercialized information environment (Good and 
Ciccone 2025)

● Data eco-feminism (Valdivia 2025)
● Anti-fascist approach to AI (McQuillan 2022)
● New colonialism of Big Tech (Mejias and Couldry 2024)
● Empire of AI (Hao 2025)



Climate Justice Universities Union (CJUU)

Our collective concern focuses on “displacement AI,” which has been defined by 
Guest (2025) as a series of technology products that have the following properties:

● Are sophisticated statistical models, so large they impact humans and the 
environment through their energy, land, and water use;

● Depend on vast swathes of data, which is mostly stolen or otherwise 
unethically obtained or refined;

● Exist in a displacement relationship to humans, i.e. this type of AI product is 
harmful to people, it contributes to deskilling, and it obfuscates cognitive 
labor.

https://climatejusticeuniversitiesunion.org/ 

https://climatejusticeuniversitiesunion.org/


Unpacking Google’s Tactics

1. Eco-failures (Kairos Fellows 2025; Hao 2025, Ch 12)
2. Patterns of secrecy and deception (e.g., cases from Virginia, Chile, etc.)



Chesterfield Gov & Google - 7  yrs behind closed doors



Petition

Dominion: 8 new mega-gas 
plants by 2033, despite Virginia 
Clean Economy Act (NGI)

https://mstr.app/3785f83d-ab4a-4875-b3c9-693dad7b8074
https://www.naturalgasintel.com/news/dominions-long-term-plans-include-eight-new-natural-gas-plants-in-virginia/


Positionality and Methodology

Positionality

● Embedded in complicit and complacent state and private institutions
● Embedded in community-based opposition / alternative visioning movements

Methodology

● Ethnographic participant-observation
● Primary and secondary sources - quantitative and qualitative 
● “Infrastructure Acknowledgment” as a teachable moment/instructional tool



Scholarship



Research team investigating implications of AI on Earth

eAIrth is a team of U. of Richmond faculty, 
staff, students, alums, community members, 
and independent researchers

eAIrth aims to document, analyze and 
communicate the impacts of artificial 
intelligence (AI) on Earth

Pilot Research Projects
1) ‘Infrastructure Acknowledgement’
2) Richmond-area data centers



Data Center Defiance

Research Working Group 





 Surveillance - Flock in Richmond Area

https://www.rva.gov/police/flock-safety

DeFlock.me  

https://www.rva.gov/police/flock-safety
https://www.rva.gov/police/flock-safety
http://deflock.me


https://www.datacenterwatch  

Data Center Watch

https://www.datacenterwatch.org/report


Halt the Harm - Stop Bad Data Centers

Gateways for Community Intervention
1. Site Selection & Land Acquisition  
2. Power & Utility Interconnection 
3. Water Rights & Environmental Permits  
4. Tax Incentive Negotiations 
5. Financial Structuring & Credit Approvals
6. Construction & Operational Permits 

Policy Tracker

https://halttheharm.net/resource/stop-bad-data-centers/
https://datacenters.halttheharm.net/policy-tracker/




Deception
Tech industry announces token 
funding for human rights 
organizations when their global 
actions promote authoritarianism, 
surveillance and militarism.

Deception
Tech industry publicizes ethics 
statements when their practices 
are widely criticized for 
advancing discrimination, 
disinformation and exploitation. 



15 forms of 
green 
deception
(or greenwash)

Green by association
store data “in the cloud”

Bait and switch
“water positive”

Smokescreen
“zero carbon”

Rally behind a low 
standard

“wetland offsets”





hypocrisy
bothsideism
greenwashing





Teaching



Artificial “Intelligence”



Science in Captivity
Chapter 7 



Google in Chile and Uruguay
Chapter 12 - 

Plundered Earth



Social Quantification Sector describes the 
segment of the digital economy that 
appropriates human life, actions, and social 
relationships as raw data for capital. Driven by 
corporate profit and by data brokers, it turns 
everyday experiences into metrics used to 
predict human behavior and thus exert social 
control. 

From Landgrab to Data Grab
Data Territories
Data Harvesting
Platformization



Disaster Capitalism
Chapter 9

Compare labor exploitation and silencing across the 
workforce from Kenya to Silicon Valley

● Ghost workers
● Gag orders
● Clawback clause where employees lose vested 

equity if they don’t sign a lifelong 
nondisparagement commitment

● Non-disclosure agreements (NDAs)



Chapter 18 - A Formula for Empire (8 pages) 

Epilogue - How the Empire Falls (12 pages)

Schedule
Supplemental 
Readings

https://arcg.is/n08zG1
https://arcg.is/1ObS5z4
https://arcg.is/1ObS5z4


July Book Club - 90 min, once per week starting week of 7/6

Please take a poll to pick the book and day/time, if interested.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMkRgdZoi7Bpa27f_mXhNZyK_UH1Ky2BhnDVzfWHMsnGyBEA/viewform?usp=header


Digital Degrowth

● Define what really matters and 
work toward it collectively

● Be clear about what we are 
opposition to AND what we are 
creating

● Appropriate technology can be 
transformative though 
connections across space



Playbook for Resistance

Chapter 6

Play #1: Working within the System, p. 222-228
Play #2: Working against the System, p. 228-235
Play #3: Working beyond the System, p. 236-240

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JaczsBu6pmBGnQKbDhaZn3iaNL_WSIoyqLfQIYQ5REM/edit?usp=sharing


Media quiteracy is
informed, considered, 
and intentional acts of 
refusal, abstention, and 
disconnection. 

“Opt out” and “Opt in”

Media quiteracy can 
be an act of individual 
learning and collective 
action and social 
transformation. 



Student/faculty refusal of AI
Opt-out templates

https://airightsproject.org/ebook/appendix-a/opt-out-ai-training/appendix-e-opt-out-templates/




Service, Shared Governance, 
Community Engagement and Beyond



AI and Academic Professions (AAUP 2025)

Key Topics
1. Improving Professional Development Regarding AI and Technology Harms
2. Implementing Shared Governance Policies and Professional Oversight
3. Improving Working and Learning Conditions
4. Demanding Transparency and the Ability to Opt Out
5. Protecting Faculty Members and Other Academic Workers





Digital Justice (Resist AI) Working Group 
+ 

Shared Governance Working Group



CJUU is compiling resources for…

● Opting out
○ Templates for refusal (i.e., no AI due to religious objection)
○ Syllabi statements detailing AI use limits or restrictions

● Opting in 
○ Collective action that resists Big Tech

● Faculty senate/union resolutions, petitions, statements
● Campus committees for faculty involvement in AI 

decision-making
● And more….



Actions to Improve Digital Sustainability 

● Opt out of companies and policies with harmful practices; 
find or create alternatives to platforms like X, Meta, Zoom, 
Facebook, Instagram, Microsoft, Google, Workday, etc. 

● Make digital privacy and security top priorities; learn about 
ethical data and internet use

FOR REAL CHANGE WE NEED COLLECTIVE ACTION 



Thank you for listening! 

mbrook@richmond.edu 

mailto:mbrook@richmond.edu

